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Sunshine State Jack Russell Terrier Club True Grit Affiliate News April 2009
Greetings from the Sunshine State!   We are enjoying a beautiful spring!

Since our last submission was printed, SSJRTC executed very successful Russell Mania November trials.   We were fortunate to have over 300 dogs.  We also continued the celebration of our 10th Anniversary during this event.   There were commemorative event prizes and merchandize for sale, special recognitions during an evening program and crazy entertainment!  

Our first club president Mike Bilinski and current president John Tyno were presented with beautiful 10th Anniversary t-shirts which had been mounted and framed by our club member artist, who also designed the 10th Anniversary logo, Lisa McKinney.  The matting around the shirts was signed throughout the trial by very grateful club members for their service in leading our club this past decade.  The trial ran very smooth, the weather was great and we donated some proceeds from a very successful Raffle and Silent Auction to Russell Rescue and the Russell Research Foundation.

Late November, the SSJRTC put on a JRT Racing exhibition at the Palm Beach Polo Club Steeplechase in Wellington FL.  The club received great local press and a large monetary contribution for our participation which went right into the club kitty—what a great club fundraiser this turned out to be!   As usual, the JRTs were almost more of a hit than the horse races!  This was our first time at this event and they have just contacted us to talk about this November!

We also did another JRT Racing exhibition at the Florida State Fair at the Tampa Fair Grounds on February 8th.  This was our first time at this event as well but it went off without a hitch.  The State Fair provided ribbons and very nice prizes as well as fair admission to our participants and guests.  The SSJRTC was featured for this event on the cover of Horse and Pony magazine.  These two events served as our usual spring Terrier Day fund-raising events.

We also just completed our Sunshine Showdown trials April 4-5.  Again, these trials proved very successful for us.  For judges we had Terri Batzer (Maryland) and Shirley Buist (Canada), for conformation and Jimmy Eslinger (Maryland) and Mal McEwen (Georgia) for GTG and SE and Trailing & Locating.   

We are having a club Workshop May 24th and beginning to make plans for our Membership Day and November trials.

The SSJRTC welcomes all JRT lovers to our events.  For more information on the above and the club itself please visit www.ssjrtc.com.

Melanie Heckler, SSJRTC Board Member
