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Sunshine State Jack Russell Terrier Club True Grit Affiliate News January 2010
Greetings from the Sunshine State!   We are ready for some sunshine in Florida!

The SSJRTC kicked off the year on January 9th with our first board meeting of the year.  The first order of business was welcoming new and returning board members for the 2010-2011 term:  Rick Bailey (vice president), Jose' Esteves, Lisa McKinney, Karen Muth, Darryl Stephens, Justin Caynor, Jason Jones and Pam Williams (treasurer).  Remaining on the board (2009-2010) is:  John Tyno (president), Jackie McLain (secretary), Marijane Coffyn, Melanie Heckler and Ray Higgs.  We also said “thank you for your service” to those leaving board positions:  Don Ahrens, David McKinney, Audie Sumner and Judy Tyno.  New committee chair assignments were made and event dates for 2010 were set.  The new board also discussed recent and upcoming events.
Despite the weather during the National trial, many of our members did well in competition and had a good time.  The SSJRTC is proud to have won the Battle of the Baskets raffle competition again this year (thanks to our very talented artist-member Lisa McKinney) and the golf cart raffle!  Next, our Russell Mania trials in November were successful.  Big Thanks to the board and many of our members who pitch in to pull off such good events for us!  The weather was perfect and attendance was strong.  
We also repeated the Palm Beach Polo Club JRT racing exhibition in Wellington in November.  This year they built a special cat-walk viewing pier for which they sold VIP seats and asked us to position the race track so that the catch pen (‘finish line’) would be right there under the crowd.  What a great fund-raiser this has turned out to be!   They have already asked us back for next year.  Speaking of fund-raisers, we will be exhibiting JRT racing at the Florida State Fair again this year in Tampa on February 7th.  They are adding bleachers for us and they provide really nice prizes!

Mark your calendars now for our Sunshine Showdown trials March 27-28th (a week earlier than usual due to Easter).  The SSJRTC is honored to be hosting the JRTCA’s Annual General Meeting during our Sunshine Showdown trials.  Our Russell Mania trials are scheduled for November 6-7th.  Both the spring and fall trials will take place at Horsemen’s Park in Williston FL.   Our Membership Appreciation Day is scheduled September 11th at a venue yet to be determined.  
The SSJRTC welcomes all JRT lovers to our events.  For more information on the above and the club itself please visit www.ssjrtc.com.   Submitted by Melanie Heckler, SSJRTC Board Member

