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Happy New Year from the Sunshine State Jack Russell Terrier Club!  SSJRTC kicks of 2011 with some new officers and directors.  Congratulations to:  Rick Bailey (President), Melanie Heckler (Vice President), Jason Jones (Treasurer), Michelle Drain (Secretary), Tom Atkinson, Jackie McLain, Donna Tucker, Jim Williams (Directors) and Donna Douglas (alternate Director).  The new directors join current directors:  Justin Caynor, Jose’ Esteves, Lisa McKinney, Karen Muth and Darryl Stephens.  For the full list of board members, contact information and committees chaired, see the Board page at SSJRTC.com.  You can also ‘meet’ the entire board on the BOD Bios page.
2010 wound up the eight-year presidency of John Tyno.  John was a major asset to SSJRTC and he will certainly be missed!  A special party with gifts from the membership was held in John’s honor during our 2010 Russell Mania trials.  Likewise, John acknowledged ‘his’ board with his own gifts of appreciation.    We sincerely thank him for his steady leadership.  

The  Tyno sendoff would not be complete without special recognition of Judy Tyno.   Judy served on the board for a number of years and while she ‘officially’ left the board the end of 2009 as you can imagine she never really left.  She spent 2010 sharing the wealth of her experience with the rest of the board so as to ensure as smooth a transition as possible.  Few have singularly contributed more to the success of this club than Judy so we acknowledge her dedication with our sincerest appreciation.  Also leaving the board in 2010 were Pam Williams (past treasurer), Ray Higgs (eight-year director), and Marijane Coffyn (past director).  SSJRTC thanks all its past and present board members for their support of our club!
As you read this SSJRTC will have completed its first club event of the year with a Fun Day January 15th at the home of members Todd and Debbie Smith in Umatilla.  “Thanks” to the Smith’s for a great venue!  We will also have completed our first board meeting January 16th.  At this meeting, among other topics, we will have solidified some event dates for the rest of the year.  Most importantly, the spring Sunshine Showdown trials are already set for April 2-3 and the trial booklet is available online.  Make your 2011 Florida plans now by visiting the Event Calendar page at SSJRTC.com!
Submitted by Melanie Heckler

