BY LAWS OF THE SUNSHINE STATE JACK RUSSELL TERRIER CLUB
The Sunshine State Jack Russell Terrier Club of Florida (SSJRTC) is an official affiliate club of the Jack Russell Terrier Club of America (JRTCA).

We accept in general where applicable, the JRTCA’s Constitution and By-laws as written, and we are adding our own by-laws as an addendum.

The primary purpose of the Sunshine State Jack Russell Terrier Club is to Protect, Maintain, and Promote the Jack Russell Terrier as a special breed of terrier and to maintain the working ability, courage, stamina and intelligence for which it is renowned.  The Club will also endeavor to educate its members and the public as to the acceptable breed standard of the Jack Russell Terrier.

The SSJRTC will hold a minimum of six (6) Board of Directors meetings per year.  All of which are open to general membership.  Meeting dates and locations will be voted on at the December meeting each year.  The President may call a special meeting with a ten (10) day notice.  

Officers and director who sit on the Board shall not be absent from more than three (3) meetings per year.  The President can excuse a Director from the meeting for personal reasons.  Upon a Director’s fourth absence, the remaining Board shall appoint a new member in good standing to replace and fill that Director’s term.

The Board of Directors shall consist of a thirteen (13) member board.  Positions are:  President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and nine (9) Directors.  An elected member of the Board of Directors shall serve a term of two (2) years, and may be re-elected to serve consecutive terms.  Elections shall be held in November each year for position on the Board.  Each year general membership will participate in nominating candidates for open positions on the Board.  A Candidate for the Board of Directors must be a member in good standing of both the JRTCA and the SSJRTC for at least one (1) year in order to qualify as a Candidate.  Candidates will be presented on the Ballot with his or her biography.  Members in good standing will receive a ballot to vote and will be asked to vote for a specific number of candidates at the general election.  Absentee ballots will be mailed as stated in the Election Standards and will be returned by a designated date to the address of the club. *
The Board of Directors will be responsible for selecting appropriate committees and for appointing members to those committees.

The Board of Directors shall vote on all major decisions by majority vote of a quorum.  President may only vote as a tie breaker.  In a situation where the occasion demands a quick decision the President may poll the entire Board for a majority vote.

The Board of Directors terms of office will be staggered to avoid an entirely new Board from being seated.  The President and Secretary terms will be staged with the Vice President and Treasurer, so that two experienced members will serve as officers each term.  Directors will stagger terms also to ensure a functioning Board is seated each year.

Members that wish to speak at a meeting of the Board of Directors must make such a request in writing or email to the President of the Board one (1) week prior to the meeting in order to secure a place on the agenda.
The Chairman (President) shall approve all financial obligations, contracts, and expenditures prior to commitment or payment.  When a single financial obligation, contract or expenditure exceeds one thousand dollars, the Chairman (President) shall obtain the approval of a majority of the Board of Directors prior to commitment or payment.

The Club shall maintain a current list of names and addresses of all the members of the SSJRTC.

The Club will support, encourage and assist SSJRTC members with events.

The Club will assist and encourage cooperative efforts among other JRTCA affiliate clubs.

There will be a $30.00 service charge on all returned membership or trial entry checks.

The Sunshine State Jack Russell Terrier Club name shall not be used without written permission.

*In the event there is the exact number of candidates as open positions the process of determination and Election will be presented to save the club the expense of an election.  DETERMINATION AND ELECTION:  If there are no more than ‘quantity (*)’ nominees at the end of the designated period, the nominations shall be closed and the nominated slate of (*) candidates shall be declared ELECTED by the Board at their next regularly scheduled meeting.  If there are more than (*) nominated candidates, the name of all candidates shall be arranged on a ballot in alphabetical order.  The Elections Committee shall notify the membership with instructions to vote for (*) quantity to fill positions, at the general election.  The Board shall declare the candidates with the greater number of votes elected.
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