To:        Trial Chairpersons/Administrators
From:     The JRTCA Trial Committee

RE:        Changes to the 2012 Trial Packet

Significant changes have been made to the 2012 Trial Packet.  Since many of you may already be working on your Trial Flyers, ribbon orders, etc. for 2012 we want to notify you of the changes which have been incorporated.

First, we are pleased to announce that Senior Certificate GTG and Senior Certificate Super Earth classes will be sanctioned, optional classes for 2012.  Many trials have offered these classes as non-sanctioned in 2011 with good participation from those with terriers aged 9 years and older.  Sanctioning these classes will likely increase the entries.  Results of these classes will be used in the National Challenge Awards in 2012 and forward.

AGILITY

Advanced On-Lead class has been removed from the sanctioned class list.

Starters Off-Lead class has been removed from the sanctioned class list.

Agility I participants must stay in Agility I until they have received their Agility I certificate.  They may not cross-enter into Agility II or Agility III.  Once they have earned their Agility I certificate, they may continue to compete in Agility I or they may move on to Agility II and Agility III.  However, they may not compete in Agility II or III if they choose to remain in Agility I.
Agility II and III entrants may not cross-enter into Agility I class.

Jumpers/Games Class was previously known as Jumpers class.  Other games classes may be used in place of Jumpers and will be considered sanctioned.  Jumpers/Games will now be used in calculating Agility High Score Champion and Reserve in addition to Agility II and Agility III.

Rule changes and Guideline changes have also been made for Agility and are outlined in the 2012 Trial Packet.  There are also some changes in Obedience to make it a more “user friendly” event.

YOUTH

Youth Division Rule #1 has been changed to read:

The sanctioned Youth Division is open to JRTCA child and/or youth members in the following age brackets:  Child Handler (ages 5 thru 9) and Youth Handler (ages 10 thru 16).  A child/youth exhibitor’s age is determined as of January 1st of the current calendar year except for those children turning five years of age.  They may start competing in Child Handler any time of the year following their 5th birthday.
CONFORMATION

The Conformation Division has the most significant changes.  They are as follows:

A new Breeder’s Section has been added to the class list.  This includes Family, Bred by Exhibitor and Three Generations classes.

Bred by Exhibitor classes have been moved to the Breeder’s Section.

Veteran classes have been moved to Miscellaneous Section.

Making these two changes allows those entered in Bred by and Veteran classes to also enter the terriers in Working or Open sections if they choose.

Many classes that were required are now “Optional”.

The entire class list for Conformation has been scaled down to a Basic Conformation Class List.  While it has been allowed for some time to combine classes by coat type, few trials were doing so.  Many classes at trials would have only one or two entries, or none at all, yet the trials were purchasing ribbons for up to sixty conformation classes.

The Basic Class List has the classes combined and you are encouraged to try this format for your trials.  However, you still have the option of splitting all or some of the classes as you have always done.  The Basic Class List is based on the trial structure in the late 1980’s when entry and membership numbers were close to what they are now.  This format should help cut trial costs while fostering more competition within the classes.
Finally, a new rule has been passed regarding non-sanctioned Conformation Division.  This has not been allowed at “B” rated trials in the past.  The rule will now be in effect for both “A” rated and “B” rated trials.  Trials may still offer non-sanctioned classes in conjunction with the sanctioned classes.  This rule does not apply to other non-sanctioned events such as Barn Hunt, Lure Coursing, etc.  It applies only to Conformation.

The Trial Committee and the JRTCA Board have worked very hard on these changes and have given them much consideration.  It is our sincere hope that they will help you have successful and profitable sanctioned trials.  If you have questions, please contact any member of the JRTCA Trial Committee.  We will be happy to answer your questions and guide you through the changes.

Best of luck with your 2012 Sanctioned Trials!
