So all week I tried to teach Taina to race with a plastic bag and a fishing pole and she was terrified of this new game but that weekend off Taina and I went to give it a shot and let’s just say the crowd was overwhelming for Taina and we needed a lot more practice. So with no real clue that this was going to be a life changing event WE joined the SSJRTC and about a month later we went to the next fun day where I adopted Ernie as a friend for Taina through Audie Sumner at Russell Rescue.  Ernie taught me how to compete in Racing, GTG, and lure coursing at Mike and Karen DiBernardo's that day. 
I met good ‘ole Sammy Hopewell that day too, and thank God he gave me his number and said when it stopped raining every evening he would hold a practice at his house.   I called him every week for the next 3 weeks and he said “We can’t practice yet, partner, my lawn’s still soaked.”   I almost couldn't take it!  So the following week I called and he said “It’s dried up quite a bit.  Come on out tomorrow night around 5:30 and we'll run dogs.”   Well, I’ll be darned-- within 5 minutes of me pulling in to his drive way it started raining!  We were all already there so Sammy and Danetta, Jack and Laurie, Don and Mel, Terri and Zoi and I ran dogs in the rain that evening!  

Taina and Ernie saw that lure go by and they went nuts and I felt a sharp pain in my toe and when I looked down I was shocked Ernie was attacking my toe because he wanted loose to get to the lure.  I learned quickly that this sport required different gear!  Taina's light bulb went off that night and I went from hooked to addict!  After practice we all went to dinner at Beef O Brady's and they all started talking about a Georgia trial they were going to attend.  During dinner that evening and I made up my mind then that I was going to go!  So I drove home that evening and had trial fever and bought my lure machine the following day from Injoy lures and literally called him every other day asking for a tracking number!  

So Florida, Georgia, Carolina trials and just for fun fun fun days we were invited to attend at the Hopewell's, Bilinskis, Higgs, Stephens, Jones, Wexlers, Team MaddMac, and the Holland’s just to name a few have become a regular part of life for the dogs and I nowadays.  Some of my friends and family don't get this whole dog thing but I have met so many great people, great dogs, and learned so much more about the Real Jack Russell all because of the SSJRTC!  

Long story short almost 5 yrs later after trips all over the Southeast competing in trials and fun days the dogs and I have became HOOKED!  After learning more and more about all the fun things you can get into with these little dogs, I got a few more of them and they have become a huge part of my life. The dogs and I need and enjoy this club and all the great people we call our dog family to date and look forward to meeting and working with the new people.

 So after chatting with a friend and fellow terrier man about being of service.  I knew it was time for me to try to give back to the club on a different level, and help others the same way the members of this club helped me. I also want to help ensure that the standard that has been set of putting on the best trials, helping the new attendants, and being the most active Jack Russell Terrier Club in the country continues!

 So if you will have me I would be honored to represent and serve on the board of the SSJRTC

 Regards, 
Justin Caynor
